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Evaluation Prior to Subsequent Chemotherapy Cycles

After the first cycle of chemotherapy, the patient should be evaluated prior
to each subsequent cycle to determine FN risk category. If the patient
experienced an episode of FN or a dose-limiting neutropenic event (a
nadir count or a day-of-treatment count impacting the planned dose of
chemotherapy) during the previous treatment cycle with the same dose

and schedule as planned for the current cycle, this patient is now
considered to be at high risk for FN. Prophylactic G-CSF support should
be considered for such patients who have not received prior G-CSF. In
patients who received prior G-CSF, the Panel recommends a
chemotherapy dose reduction or a change in treatment regimen unless
7 -

| ASCO 1

/ AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CLINICAL ONCOLOGY

Recommendations for the Use of WBC Growth Factors:

American Society of Clinical Oncology Clinical Practice

Guideline Update
Recommendation 2

Secondary prophylaxis with CSFs is recommended for patients

who experienced a neutropenic complication from a previous cycle of
chemotherapy (for which primary prophylaxis was not received), in
which a reduced dose or treatment delay may compromise disease-
free or OS or treatment outcome. In many clinical situations, dose
reduction or delay may be a reasonable alternative. (Type: evidence
based, benefits outweigh harms. Evidence quality: high. Strength of
recommendation: strong.)
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